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A dedicated 911 fee added to property bills and special property tax levies have been 
used to fund 911 services in other states. 

Some local governments in other states have authority to levy property taxes or impose 
911 fees on property bills to fund 911 services.  Kenton County, Kentucky added a 911 
fee to their property tax bills,117 and in 2013, Campbell County, Kentucky, started 
charging apartment owners $45 per year for each occupied unit, including commercial 
property and single-family homes.118  In 2016, Ohio amended an existing law to 
authorize a county, township, or municipal corporation to impose a 911 system 
property tax levy in only the portion of the subdivision that would be served by the 911 
system; previously, a tax could be levied on the entire subdivision.119  In Oregon, 
counties can create special districts funded with property taxes and use the revenue to 
fund 911 services.120  They also authorize local governments to impose an optional local 
property tax levy to fund 911 services.121  The main advantage of this funding method is 
that revenue is generated from a broader base.  However, because fees might not be 
sufficient for initial investment requirements of NG911 and might be subject to political 
and legal scrutiny, NASNA rejects this as a funding option in its 2015 report Four 
Potential Sustainable Funding Models for NG911.  In its 2013 Report to the National 911 
Program, 911.gov suggests also exploring other types of fees.  In Tennessee, service 
providers prefer this method over a fee on telecommunications bills because it removes 
the fee from telecommunications devices and spreads the fee burden over a broader 
population base.122 

Fees for 911 services have been added to utility bills in Kentucky. 

Local governments in Kentucky have added flat fees to water bills, but not to other 
utilities like electric service, to fund 911 services.  Gerrard County, Kentucky tried using 
this method, but the fee was challenged in court, and the Kentucky Court of Appeals 
held there is no relationship between the fee and the benefit received, and therefore the 
fee is not a valid user fee.123  Whitley County, Kentucky put a fee on water bills, but the 
                                                 
117 Beam 2015. 

118 Mayhew 2015. 

119 Ohio Revised Code Annotated, Section 5705.19. 

120 Rasmussen 2012 and Oregon Revised Statutes, Title 19, Chapter 198 and Title 32, Chapter 403. 

121 Rasmussen 2012 and Oregon Revised Statutes, 280.040-280.090. 

122 Interview with Mandy Haynes Young, attorney and lobbyist, Butler Snow, January 6, 2017, and email 
from Lisa McCabe, director, state legislative affairs, CTIA, March 28, 2017. 

123 City of Lancaster, Kentucky et al. v. Garrard County, Kentucky, et al., Court of Appeals Case No. 2013-
CA-000716-MR. 
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